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Reply to Office Action of July 7, 2003 

Please amend claims 1, 24, 75, and 95. Please add 
new claims 133-136. This listing of claims will replace all 
prior versions, and listings, of this application. 



Listing of Claims 



1. (currently amended) A system in which local 
advertisements are distributed to yuser television equipment 
on which an interactive televisic/n program guide is 
implemented, comprising : 

a main facilitW that provides a data stream; 
moans — for distributing local — advc rt is cmcnt o 
to the user television equipment a distribution facility 
that receives the data stream, inserts local advertisements 
into the data stream, and /distributes the local 
advertisements to user television equipment , wherein the 
local advertisements ar£ specific to a particular geographic 
region; 

means for using the interactive television 
program guide to display the local advertisements; and 

means for providing a user with an 
opportunity to use /the interactive television program guide 
to select the local advertisements. 



2. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the m eaps for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises means for transmitting the local 
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advertisements from a television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment. 



3. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributiryg the local advertisements 
further comprises means for tranrsmitt ing the local 
advertisements to a television /distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream. 



y 4. (original) Thf system defined in claim 1 

wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises means for transmitting the local 
advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream /that contains global advertisements. 



5. (originay) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means foij distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises 

meanife for transmitting the local 
advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream; and 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements ffrom the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment. 
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6. (original) The system /defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing /the local advertisements 

T 7 

further comprises: 

means for transmitting a global data stream 
to a television distribution facility; 

means for inserting the local advertisements 
into the global data streany at the television distribution 
facility; and 

means for/ transmitting the local 
advertisements from ther television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment as part of the global data 
stream. 



7. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the me ans for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: 

means for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising global advertisements to a television 
distributiqfi facility; 

means for inserting the local advertisements 
into the /global data stream at the television distribution 
facility; and 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment as part of the global data 
stream. 
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8. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: / 

means for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising global advertisements to a television 
distribution facility; / 

means for inserting the local advertisements 
into the global data stream/by overwriting the global 
advertisements at the television distribution facility; and 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements from the t/elevision distribution facility to 
the user television equipment as part of the global data 
stream. / 

9. (origin^L) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: / 

meajns for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising bandwidth reserved for local advertisements to a 
television distribution facility; 

means for inserting the local advertisements 
into the globaA data stream in the reserved bandwidth at the 
television distribution facility; and 

/ means for transmitting the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
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the user television equipment as part of. the global data 
stream. / 

10. (original) The systemr defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: / 

means for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising slots reserved f or/local advertisements to a 
television distribution facility; 

means for inserting the local advertisements 
into the global data stream in the reserved slots at the 
television distribution ^facility; and 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment as part of the global data 
stream. / 

11. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: 

/ means for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising global advertisements and having bandwidth 
reserved tori local advertisements to a television 
distribution facility; 
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means for inserting thef local advertisements 
into the global data stream in the reserved bandwidth at the 
television distribution facility; arcid 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements and the global advertisements from the 
television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 

12. (original) The /system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distri/buting the local advertisements 
further comprises: 

means for transmitting a global data stream 
comprising global advert J/sements to a television 
distribution facility; 

means tdx transmitting the global data stream 
from the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment/ and 

means for transmitting the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment as a separate data stream from 
the global data stream . 

13. /(original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises: 
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means for transmitt ing/global advertisements 
at a television distribution facility; 

means for providing /local advertisements to 
the television distribution facility; and 

means for transmit ing the global 
advertisements and the local advertisements from the 
television distribution facil/ty to the user television 
equipment . 

14. (original) T^ie system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises : 

means fdr transmitting global advertisements 
and program guide information to a television distribution 
facility; 

means? for providing local advertisements at 
the television distribution facility; and 

means for transmitting the program guide 
information, the /global advertisements, and the local 
advertisements flrom the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment. 

: 15./ (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein program guide data and global advertisements are 
stored at a/ main facility, and wherein the means for 
distributing the local advertisements further comprises: 
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means for transmitting thp program guide data 
and global advertisements from the maiEf facility to a 
television distribution facility; / 

means for providing /ocal advertisements at 
the television distribution facili/ty; and 

means for transmitting the program guide 
data, the global advertisements?, and the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment. 

16. (original)/ The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for lasing the interactive television 
program guide to display the local advertisements further 
comprises: / 

meafris for displaying a global advertisement 
that may be selected by a user with the interactive 
television program guide; and 

/ means for displaying a corresponding local 
advertisement with content related to the content of the 
global advertisement whenever the user selects the global 
advertisement . 



17. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherefn the means for using the interactive television 
program guide to display the local advertisements further 
comprises : 
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means for displaying a global advertisement 
that may be selected by a user with the/ interactive 
television program guide; and / 

means for displaying A corresponding full- 
screen local advertisement whenever the user selects the 
global advertisement. / 

18. (original) The/system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for using/ the interactive television 
program guide to display the local advertisements further 
comprises : / 

means f©r displaying global advertisements 
with the interactive ytelevision program guide; and 

means for cycling the display of the global 
advertisements and/the local advertisements. 

19. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the means for using the interactive television 
program guide/to display the local advertisements further 
comprises: / 

/ means for displaying global banner 
advertisements with the interactive television program 
guide; ana 

/ means for cycling the display of the global 

banner advertisements and the local advertisements. 
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20. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
further comprising means for displaying global 
advertisements with the interactive/television program 
guide . 

21. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
further comprising means for ^displaying a program listings 
region with the interactive /television program guide. 

22. (original) /rhe system defined in claim 1 
further comprising : 

means fy6r displaying global advertisements 
with the interactive television program guide; and 

meaner for displaying a program listings 

regions . 

23. (original) The system defined in claim 1 
wherein the meapis for distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises : 

means for transmitting global advertisements 
and program/guide information to a television distribution 
facility; 

means for providing local advertisements at 
the television distribution facility; 
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means for transmitting the/ program guide 
information, the global advert isements , /and the local 
advertisements from the television distribution facility to 
the user television equipment; 

means for displaying the global 
advertisements with the interactive television program 
guide ; and 

means for displaying a program listings 
region comprising the program guide information with the 
interactive television program guide. 

24. (currently amended) A method for using a 
system in which local /advertisements are distributed to user 
television equipment/on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, comprising the steps of: 

prdviding a data stream from a main facility; 
distributing the local advertisements to the 
user television/equipment using a distribution facility that 
receives the data stream, inserts local advertisements into 
the data stream, and distributes the local advertisements to 
user television equipment , wherein the local advertisements 
are specif ifc to a particular geographic region; 

using the interactive television program 
guide to /display the local advertisements; and 
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providing a user with an /opportunity to use 
the interactive television program gui^Le to select the local 
advertisements , 

25. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the step of transmitting the local 
advertisements from a televis/on distribution facility to 
the user television equipmei 

26. (original) 2rhe method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the step of transmitting the local 
advertisements to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global data stream. 

27. (ordyginal) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step /of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the step of transmitting the local 
advertisements /to a television distribution facility as part 
of a global dpta stream that contains global advertisements. 

(original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein thfe step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of: 
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transmitting the local advertisements to a 
television distribution facility as part yof a global data 
stream; and 

transmitting the local Advertisements from 
the television distribution facility /to the user television 
equipment . 

29. (original) The methdfd defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing/the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of 

transmitting a /global data stream to a 
television distribution faciyity; 

inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream at the television distribution facility; 
and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribmzion facility to the user television 
equipment as part of fcm.e global data stream. 

30. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step ok distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
global advertisements to a television distribution facility; 
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inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream at the television distribution facility; 
and 

transmitting the local ac^O-ert isement s from 
the television distribution facility tp the user television 
equipment as part of the global data /stream. 

31. (original) The method! defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing/ the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of 

transmitting a/ global data stream comprising 
global advertisements to a television distribution facility; 

inserting bne local advertisements into the 
global data stream at the television distribution facility 
by overwriting the global advertisements; and 

transm/tting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 

32. (ariginal) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
bandwidth /reserved for local advertisements to a television 
distribution facility; 
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inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream in the reserved bandwic^uh at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility Lo the user television 
equipment as part of the global dat/ stream. 

33. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps oy: 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
slots reserved for local advertisements to a television 
distribution facility; 

inserting /the local advertisements into the 
global data stream in tMe reserved slots at the television 
distribution facility; /and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 

34. (omginal) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the steer of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of: 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
global advertisements and having bandwidth reserved for 
local advertisements to a television distribution facility; 
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inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream in the reserved bandwiyflth at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the local advertisements and the 
global advertisements from the television distribution 
facility to the user television equipment as part of the 
global data stream. 

35. (original) The mebfiod defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises 

N step ,of trans/nitting a global data stream 

comprising global advertisements to a television 
distribution facility; 

step of transmitting the global data stream 
from the television distribution facility to the user 
television equipment ; ^nd 

step dff transmitting the local advertisements 
from the television/distribution facility to the user 
television equipment as a separate data stream from the 
global data stre« 

36. /original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further compyrises the steps of: 
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transmitting global advertisements to a 
television distribution facility; / 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the g/obal advertisements and 
the local advertisements from ttfe television distribution 
facility to the user television equipment. 

37. (original) Thfe method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the streps of: 

transmitting global advertisements and 
program guide information to a television distribution 
facility; / 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the program guide information, 
the global advertisements, and the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment . / 

/ 38. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
whereiiy program guide data and global advertisements are 
stored at a main facility, and wherein the step of 
distributing the local advertisements further comprises the 
steps of : 
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transmitting the program guide data and 
global advertisements from the main facility to a television 
distribution facility; 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; ami 

transmitting the program guide data, the 
global advertisements, and the local advertisements from the 
television distribution facili/y to the user television 
equipment . 

39. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of usir^g the interactive television program 
guide to display the lyocal advertisements further comprises 
the steps of: 

displaying a global advertisement that may be 
selected by a usey with the interactive television program 
guide ; and 

/displaying a corresponding local 
advertisement /with content related to the content of the 
global advertisement whenever the user selects the global 
advertiseme 

40. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
whereirV the step of using the interactive television program 
guide fto display the local advertisements further comprises 
the srteps of : 
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displaying a global advertisement^ that may be 
selected by a user with the interactive television program 
guide; and 

displaying a corresponding fi^ull-screen local 
advertisement whenever the user selects t^ne global 
advertisement . 

41. (original) The method Aefined in claim 24 
wherein the step of using the inte/active television program 
guide to display the local advertisements further comprises 
the steps of: 

displaying global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

cycling the /display of the global 
advertisements and the local advertisements. 

42. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of using the interactive television program 
guide to display th£ local advertisements further comprises 
the steps of: 

displaying global banner advertisements with 
the interactive/television program guide; and 

cycling the display of the global banner 
advert isement/s and the local advertisements. 
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43. (original) The method defined in ^laim 24 
further comprising step of displaying global advertisements 
with the interactive television program guide. 

44. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
further comprising step of displaying A program listings 
region with the interactive television program guide. 

45. (original) The meti^od defined in claim 24 
further comprising the steps of; 

displaying global advertisements with the 
interactive television progiyam guide; and 

displaying at program listings region with the 
interactive television program guide. 

46. (original) The method defined in claim 24 
wherein the step of distributing the local advertisements 
further comprises the steps of: 

transmitting global advertisements and 
program guide information to a television distribution 
facility; 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; 

transmitting the program guide information, 
the global, advertisements, and the local advertisements from 
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the television distribution facility to the use/ television 
equipment; / 

displaying the global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and/ 

displaying a program listings region 
comprising the program guide information with the 
interactive television program guide. 

// / 

Claims 47-74 (cancell/d) 

75. (currently attended) A system in which local 
advertisements are displaced on user television equipment, 
the system comprising: / 

a main facility that provides a data stream; 

a television distribution facility that 
distributes — local advertisements to the user television 
equipment that rec/eives the data stream, inserts local 
advertisements into the data stream, and distributes the 
local advertisements to user television equipment , wherein 
the local advertisements are specific to a particular 
geographic region; 

/ an interactive television program guide that 
is implemented on the user television equipment, wherein the 
interactive television program guide displays the local 
advertisements ; and 
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a control interface that provides a user with 
an opportunity to interact with the interactive television 
program guide to select the local advertisements. 

76. (original) The system defaned in claim 75 
further comprising a main facility that transmits the local 
advertisements to the television distribution facility as 
part of a global data stream, 

77. (original) The system defined in claim 75 
further comprising a main facility that transmits the local 
advertisements to the television distribution facility as 
part of a global data streajn that comprises global 
advertisements . 

78. (original/ The system defined in claim 76, 
wherein the television/ distribution facility: 

inserts the local advertisements into the 
global data stream; 

transmits the local advertisements to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream. 

79. (original) The system defined in claim 77, 
wherein the te/Levision distribution facility: 

inserts the local advertisements into the 
global data fetream; and 
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transmits the local advert isemen/s to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream. 

80. (original) The system defiia!ed in claim 77, 
wherein the television distribution facility: 

inserts the local advertisements into the 
global data stream by overwriting Jrtie global advertisements; 
and 

transmits the loy6al advertisements to the 
user television equipment as part of the global data stream. 

81. (original) Tj/le system defined in claim 75 
further comprising : 

a main facility that transmits a global data 
stream comprising bandwidth reserved for local 
advertisements to the television distribution facility; and 

wheiyein the television distribution facility 
inserts the local /advertisements into the global data stream 
in the reserved Bandwidth at the television distribution 
facility, and transmits the local advertisements to the user 
television equipment as part of the global data stream. 



8^. (original) The system defined in claim 75 
further comprising: 
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a main facility that transmit^ a global data 
stream comprising slots reserved for local Advertisements to 
the television distribution facility; and> 

wherein the television distribution facility 
equipment inserts the local advertisements into the global 
data stream in the reserved slots, a^d transmits the local 
advertisements to the user television equipment as part of 
the global data stream. 

83. (original) The sy/tem defined in claim 75 
further comprising : 

a main facilit/y that transmits a global data 
stream comprising global advertisements and having bandwidth 
reserved for local advertisements to the television 
distribution facility; ai 

wherein tme television distribution facility 
inserts the local advertisements into the global data stream 
in the reserved bandw/dth, and transmits the local 
advertisements and the global advertisements to the user 
television equipmeryt as part of the global data stream. 

84. (original) The system defined in claim 75 
further comprising : 

a main facility that transmits a global data 
stream comprising global advertisements to the television 
distributions facility; and 



25 



Application No. 0 9/l^^v667 
Reply to Office Action of July 7 , 2003 

wherein the television distribution facility- 
transmits the global data stream to the usefr television 
equipment, and transmits the local advertisements to the 
user television equipment as a separate/ data stream from the 
global data stream. 

85. (original) The syster/ defined in claim 75 
further comprising : 

a main facility tfaat transmits global 
advertisements to the television distribution facility; 

a local advertisement source provides the 
local advertisements to the/television distribution 
facility; and 

wherein tile television distribution facility 
transmits the global advertisements and the local 
advertisements to the /user television equipment. 

86. (original) The system defined in claim 75 
further comprisinc 

'main facility that transmits global 
advertisements And program guide information to the 
television distribution facility; 

a local advertisement source provides the 
local advertisements to the television distribution 
facility; And 
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wherein the television distribution facility 
transmits the program guide information, utie global 
advertisements, and the local advertiserryents to the user 
television equipment 

87. (original) The system /defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive television /program guide: 

displays a global advertisement that may be 
selected by a user with the control interface; and 

displays a corresponding local advertisement 
with content related to the content of the global 
advertisement whenever the u^er selects the global 
advertisement . 

88. (original) /The system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive/ television program guide: 

displays a global advertisement that may be 
selected by a user wyth the control interface; and 

displays a corresponding full -screen local 
advertisement whenever the user selects the global 
advertisement . 

89. (Original) The system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive television program guide: 

displays global advertisements; and 
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cycles the display of the global 
advertisements and the local advertisements. 

90. (original) The system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive television program guide: 

displays global banner advertisements with 
the interactive television program guide; and 

cycles the display of the global banner 
advertisements and the local advertisements. 

91. (original) The /system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive television program guide displays 
global advertisements . 

92. (original) /The system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive/ television program guide displays 
program listings region on the user television equipment. 

93. (original) The system defined in claim 75, 
wherein the interactive . television program guide: 

displays global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

displays a program listings region. 



94. /original) The system defined in claim 75 
further comprising : 
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a main facility that transmits global 
advertisements and program guide information to the 
television distribution facility; 

a local advertisement sc/urce provides local 
advertisements to the television distribution facility; 

wherein the television distribution facility 
transmits the program guide information, the global 
advertisements, and the local adyert isement s to the user 
television equipment; and 

wherein the interactive television program 
guide displays the global advertisements, and a program 
listings region comprising the program guide information. 



95. (currently amended) A machine readable medium 
encoded with machine-readable instructions for use in a 
system in which local Advertisements are distributed to user 
television equipment /on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, the machine-readable 
instructions comprising: 

rviding a data stream from a main facility; 
■Otributing the local advcrtiGomcnta to the 
user television^ equipment using a distribution facility that 
receives the aata stream, inserts local advertisements into 
the data stream, and distributes the local advertisements to 
user television equipment , wherein the local advertisements 
are specific to a particular geographic region; 
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using the interactive television program 
guide to display the local advertisements; 

providing a user with an opportunity to use 
the interactive television program guide /to select the local 
advertisements . 

96. (original) The machine /readable medium defined 
in claim 95, wherein the machine -readable instructions that 
distribute the local advertisement© further comprises 
transmitting the local advertisements from a television 
distribution facility to the user television equipment. 

97. (original) The machine readable medium defined 
in claim 95, wherein the macpine- readable instructions that 
distribute the local advertisements further comprises 
transmitting the local advertisements to a television 
distribution facility as /part of a global data stream. 

98. (original) The machine readable medium defined 
in claim 95, wherein yche machine-readable instructions that 
distribute the localy advertisements further comprises 
transmitting the local advertisements to a television 
distribution facility as part of a global data stream that 
comprises global /advertisements . 
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99. (original) The machine readable/medium defined 
in claim 95, wherein the machine -readable instructions that 
distribute the local advertisements further comprises : 

transmitting the local a/lvert isement s to a 
television distribution facility as p^rt of a global data 
stream; and 

transmitting the lofcal advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment . 

100. (original) / The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherean the machine -readable 
instructions that distribute the local advertisements 
further comprises 

transmitting a global data stream to a 
television distribut/on facility; 

insetting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream at the television distribution facility; 
and 

:ransmitting the local advertisements from 
the televisioif distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as/part of the global data stream. 

.01. (original) The machine readable medium 

defined q/n claim 95, wherein the machine -readable 
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instructions that distribute the local advertisements 

further comprises : 

transmitting a global data, stream comprising 

global advertisements to a television /distribution facility; 

) / 

w I 

inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream at the televisio^ distribution facility; 
and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution fac/lity to the user television 
equipment as part of the glob^. data stream. 

102. (original) / The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, where/n the machine-readable 
instructions that distrit^dtes the local advertisements 
further comprises: 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
global advertisements/to a television distribution facility; 

inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream At the television distribution facility 
by overwriting ther global advertisements; and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 

1QG . (original) The machine readable medium 

defined in /claim 95, wherein the machine -readable 
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instructions that distribute the local advertisements 
further comprises 

transmitting a global dat^ stream comprising 
bandwidth reserved for local advert isejnents to a television 
distribution facility; 

inserting the local Advertisements into the 
global data stream in the reserved bandwidth at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 

104. (original/ The machine readable medium 

defined in claim 95 , wnerein the machine-readable 
instructions that distribute the local advertisements 
further comprises; 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
slots reserved top local advertisements to a television 
distribution f agality ; 

'inserting the local advertisements into the 
global data stream in the reserved slots at the television 
distributioiy facility; and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment as part of the global data stream. 
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105. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherein the machine -readable 
instructions that distribute the local advertisements 
further comprises 

transmitting a global yfiata stream comprising 
global advertisements and having bandwidth reserved for 
local advertisements to a television distribution facility; 

inserting the looal advertisements into the 
global data stream in the reserved bandwidth at the 
television distribution faci^-ty; and 

transmitting/the local advertisements and the 
global advertisements froiir the television distribution 
facility to the user television equipment as part of the 
global data stream. 

106. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 9p , wherein the machine-readable 
instructions that/ distribute the local advertisements 
further comprise 

transmitting a global data stream comprising 
global advertisements to a television distribution facility; 

transmitting the global data stream from the 
television/distribution facility to the user television 
equipment/ and 

transmitting the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
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equipment as a separate data stream from t^e global data 
stream. 

107. (original) The mag&ine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherein the machine -readable 
instructions that distribute the ]/ocal advertisements 
further comprises : 

transmitting global advertisements to a 
television distribution facility; 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution fagality; and 

transmitting the global advertisements and 
the local advertisements/from the television distribution 
facility to the user television equipment. 

108. (origmal) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95J wherein the machine-readable 
instructions that distribute the local advertisements 
further comprises) 

ransmitting global advertisements and 
program guide information to a television distribution 
facility; 

providing local advertisements at the 
television yflistribution facility; and 

transmitting the program guide information, 
the globafl advertisements, and the local advertisements from 
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the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment . / 

109. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claims 95, wherein program yguide data and global 
advertisements are stored at a main ^facility, and wherein 
the machine-readable instructions i:hat comprises: 

transmitting the jprogram guide data and 
global advertisements from the/main facility to a television 
distribution facility; / 

providing local advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; and 

transmitting the program guide data, the 
global advertisements, /and the local advertisements from the 
television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment . / 

110. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherein he machine-readable 
instructions tAat use the interactive television program 
guide to discaay the local advertisements further comprises: 

/ displaying a global advertisement that may be 
selected by a user with the interactive television program 
guide; and 

/ displaying a corresponding local 

advert iisement with content related to the content of the 
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global advertisement whenever the user selects /the global 
advertisement. / 

111. (original) The machine/readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherein the machined readable 
instructions that use the interactive /television program 
guide to display the local advertisements further comprises: 

displaying a global/advertisement that may be 
selected by a user with the interactive television program 
guide; and / 

displaying a corresponding full -screen local 
advertisement whenever the u/ser selects the global 
advertisement. / 

112. (origina/) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, \dnerein the machine-readable 
instructions that useC the interactive television program 
guide to display the local advertisements further comprises: 

displaying global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

/cycling the display of the global 
advertisements and the local advertisements. 

Iyl3 . (original) The machine readable medium 

defined inr claim 95, wherein the machine-readable 
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instructions that use the interactive television/ program 
guide to display the local advertisements further comprises: 

displaying global banner advertisements with 
the interactive television program guide; amd 

cycling the display of the yglobal banner 
advertisements and the local advertisements . 

114. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, wherein the maOTiine- readable 
instructions further comprising displaying global 
advertisements with the interactive television program 
guide . 

115. (original) / The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95, whereiii the machine-readable 
instructions further comprising displaying a program 
listings region with the/interactive television program 
guide . 

116. (original) The machine readable medium 
defined in claim 95/ wherein the machine-readable 
instructions furtbrer comprising: 

displaying global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

displaying a program listings region with the 
interactive t/elevision program guide. 
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117. (original) The machine loadable medium 

defined in claim 95 , wherein the machine -^readable 
instructions that distribute the local Advertisements 
further comprises: 

transmitting global/advertisements and 
program guide information to a television distribution 
facility; 

providing loc^l advertisements at the 
television distribution facility; 

transmitting the program guide information, 
the global advertisements, and the local advertisements from 
the television distribution facility to the user television 
equipment ; 

displaying the global advertisements with the 
interactive television program guide; and 

'displaying a program listings region 
comprising thfe program guide information with the 
interactive/television program guide. 



Claims 



^18-1 




(cancelled) 
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133. (new) A/system in which local and global 
advertisements are distributed to user television equipment 
on which an interactive television program guide is 
implemented, comprising: 



39 



Application No. 0 9/^^6 6 7 

Reply to Office Action of July 7, 2003 

means for distributing global angf local 
advertisements to the user television equipment, wherein the 
local advertisements are specific to a particular geographic 
region; 

means for using the interactive television 
program guide to display the global advertisements; 

means for receiving $ user selection of the 
global advertisements; and 

means for displaying a local advertisement 
that corresponds to the global /advertisement selected by the 
user in response to receiving/the user selection. 



134. (new) A metnod for using a system in which 
local and global advertisements are distributed to user 
television equipment on which an interactive television 
program guide is implemented, comprising the steps of: 

distributying global and local 
advertisements to the yfser television equipment, wherein the 
local advertisements yare specific to a particular geographic 
region; 

usiAg the interactive television 
program guide to Aisplay the global advertisements; 

>ceiving a user selection of the 
global advertisements ; and 
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displaying a local advertisement that 
corresponds to the global advertisement selected by the user 
in response to receiving the user selectl/on. 

13 5. (new) A system in whd/ch local and global 
advertisements are displayed on usqq: television equipment, 
the system comprising: / 

a television distribution facility that 
distributes global and local Advertisements to the user 
television equipment, where/n the local advertisements are 
specific to a particular geographic region; 

an interactive television program guide that 
displays the global advertisements; 

a control interface that receives a user 
selection of the gldbal advertisements; and 

wherein the interactive television program 
guide displays a Aocal advertisement that corresponds to the 
global advertisement selected by the user in response to 
receiving the yuser selection. 

136. (new) A machine readable medium encoded with 
machine-readable instructions for use in a system in which 
local and/global advertisements are distributed to user 
television equipment on which an interactive television 
program/ guide is implemented, the machine-readable 
instructions comprising : 
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distributing global and local Advertisements 
to the user television equipment, wherein the local 
advertisements are specific to a particular geographic 
region; 

using the interactive ^television 
program guide to display the global/advertisements; 

receiving a user flection of the 
global advertisements; and 

displaying a /ocal advertisement that 
corresponds to the global advertisement selected by the user 
in response to receiving yfche user selection. 
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